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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the amendment filed 30 October 2006. 

2. Claims 1, 10, 17 and 24 were amended. 

3. Claims 1-29 are pending in this Office Action. 

Response to Amendment 

4. A telephone call was made to Alton Homsby (Reg. Ml, 299) on 4 January 2006 to 
discuss conditions for allowance, but a return phone call was not received at the time of the 
mailing of this Office Action. 

5. Applicant's amendments and arguments with respect to claims 24-29 filed on 30. October 
2006 have been fully considered but they are deemed to be moot in view of the new grounds 
of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

6. Claims 1, 10 and 17 are objected to because of the following informalities: Applicant 
states "...accessing the information from the relational database based on the wire centers 
selected to thereby display for each selected location of the wire center that is selected the 
individual pieces of equipment..." In the interest of clarity, it is suggested that this limitation 
may be amended to read "...accessing the information from the relational database based on 
the wire centers selected to thereby display for each selected location of the wire center the 
individual pieces of equipment..." Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 
of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

8. Claims 24-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sanschagrin 
et al. (U.S. 6,295,540) in view of Grau et al. (U.S. 5,9108,03) in view of Austin et al. (U.S. 
5,500,934) in view of Farris et al. (U.S. 5,881,131) in view of Germain et al. (U.S. 
6,900,822) and in further view of Crawford ("Windows 2000 Pro: The Missing Manual). 

9. With respect to claim 24, Sanschagrin teaches a computer system operable to present a 
graphical user interface for displaying information representative of telephone network 
facilities, the graphical user interface obtaining data for display from a plurality of first tables 
populated with information gathered from a plurality of second tables that are populated with 
data stored in a telephone network facilities system, the computer system comprising: 

A client machine (Sanschagrin, Fig. 3, element 17; col. 6, lines 21-24); and server 
database in communication with client machine (Sanschagrin, Fig. 3, element 11; col. 6, lines 
18-20). 

Sanschagrin does not explicitly teach different sections displaying differing information 
within a graphical user interface. 
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However, Grau teaches the computer system where the graphical user interface 
comprises: a first section for listing a plurality of wire centers (Grau, Fig. 6, element 610; col. 
7, lines 49-60); a second section for listing a plurality of equipment located within the wire 
centers (Grau, Fig. 6, element 620; col. 7, line 66 - col. 8, line 10); a third section for listing 
location information associated with a piece of equipment selected in the second section 
(Grau, col. 12, lines 50-56) and the graphical user interface providing a prompt for a district 
where multiple wire centers exist for each district, and in response to receiving a district, 
listing the available wire centers for the district (Grau, Fig. 6, element 620; col. 7, line 66 - 
col. 8, line 10), and upon receiving a selection of the available wire centers, accessing the 
information from the relational database based on the wire centers selected to thereby display 
for each selected location of the wire center that is selected the individual pieces of 
equipment (Grau, Fig. 6, element 620; col. 7, line 66 - col. 8, line 10 and col. 4, lines 7-12), 
and the Tl circuits available (Grau, col. 9, line 62 - col. 10, line 7). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the combination of Sanschagrin in view of Grau in order to provide 
different sections displaying differing information within a graphical user interface. One 
would be motivated to do so in order to facilitate viewing different parts and elements within 
the network. 

The combination of Sanschagrin and Grau does not explicitly teach does not explicitly 
teach supplying a picture of the piece of equipment being monitored. 
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However, Austin teaches a fourth section for displaying a picture of the equipment 
selected in second section (Austin, Fig. 5; col. 11, lines 33-41) and the Tl circuits working, 
the total Tl circuits (Austin, col. 8, lines 13-57). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the combination of Sanschagrin and Grau in view of Austin in order to 
enable the display of a picture of the piece of equipment. One would be motivated to do so in 
order to allow for providing a visual context for the administrator. 

The combination of Sanschagrin, Grau and Austin does not explicitly teach ADSL 
availability displayed. 

However, Farris teaches where information representative of ADSL availability, the 
ADSL circuits working, and the total ADSL circuits (Farris, col. 48, lines 55-61). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify combination of Sanschagrin, Grau and Austin in view of Farris in order 
to enable the display of availability of ADSL lines. One would be motivated to do so in order 
to allow for the display of degrees of availability of ADSL lines. 

The combination of Sanschagrin, Grau, Austin and Farris does not explicitly teach the 
use of color to indicate a minimum and maximum range of capacities of the circuits. 

However, Germain teaches where the selected location is displayed against a colored 
background, the color corresponding to a range comprising a minimum percentage and a 
maximum percentage of Tl circuits in use at the location (Germain, col. 5, line 8 - col. 6, 
line 27 and the table). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the combination of Sanschagrin, Grau, Austin and Farris in view of 
Germain in order to enable the use of color to indicate the capacity of the circuits. One would 
have been motivated to do so in order to provide a method for visually representing 
performance and flow analysis of a communication network having devices connected by 
links. The method selectively maps the data on the graphical representation of the 
communication network by varying visual characteristics of the devices and the links for 
viewing on the display. 

The combination of Sanschagrin, Grau, Austin, Farris and Germain does not explicitly 
teach the cascading of windows. 

However, Crawford teaches the information of each location being displayed in a 
separate window, and with the windows of the locations being cascaded (Crawford, "4.1.3. 
Manipulating Windows with the Taskbar," Fig. 4-4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the combination of Sanschagrin, Grau, Austin, Farris and Germain in 
view of Crawford in order to enable cascading of windows. One would have been motivated 
to do so in order to maintain consistency in expected behaviors when working with multiple 
windows. 



10. With respect to claim 25, Sanschagrin teaches the invention described in claim 24, 
including the computer system where the telephone network facilities system comprises 
LEIS (Sanschagrin, col. 4, lines 40-43). 
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11. With respect to claim 26, Sanschagrin teaches the invention described in claim 24, 
including the computer system further comprising means for extracting the data from the 
telephone network facilities system (Sanschagrin, col. 6, Unes 16-17). 

12. With respect to claim 27, the combination of Sanschagrin and Grau teaches the invention 
described in claim 24, including a first section for listing a plurality of wire centers (Grau, 
Fig. 6, element 610; col. 7, lines 49-60). 

The combination of Sanschagrin and Grau does not explicitly teach the use of color to 
indicate capacity of communication lines. 

However, Austin teaches the computer system where a color code is applied to each of 
the listed wire centers to indicate a capacity level (Austin, col. 8, lines 53-57). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the combination of Sanschagrin and Grau in view of Austin in order to 
enable the use of color to indicate capacity of communication lines. One would be motivated 
to do so in order to facilitate efficiency in viewing segments of the network. 

13. With respect to claim 28, the combination of Sanschagrin and Grau teaches the invention 
described in claim 24, including the method further comprising simultaneously displaying 
available ADSL lines (Farris, col. 48, lines 55-61). 

The combination of Sanschagrin and Grau does not explicitly teach displaying working 
and total ADSL lines. 
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However, Austin teaches where the third section lists at least one of ADSL capacity, 
ADSL working and ADSL availability values (Austin, col. 8, lines 13-57). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the combination of Sanschagrin and Grau in view of Austin order to 
enable the display of working and total ADSL lines per wire center. One would be motivated 
to do so in order to allow for further efficiency in viewing connection of the network per 
area. 

14. With respect to claim 29, the combination of Sanschagrin and Grau teaches . the invention 
described in claim 24, including the method further comprising simultaneously displaying 
Tls available (Grau, col 9, line 62 - col. 10, line 7). 

The combination of Sanschagrin and Grau does not explicitly teach displaying Tls 
working and all Tls for a wire center. 

However, Austin teaches where the third section lists at least one of working Tls, 
available Tls and total Tls (Austin, col. 8, lines 13-57). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the combination of Sanschagrin and Grau in view of Austin in order to 
enable the display of Tls working and total Tls per wire center. One would be motivated to 
do so in order to allow for further efficiency in viewing connection of the network per area. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
15. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Clairiis 1-23 are 
allowable over the prior art of record. 

The examiner has found that the prior art of record does not teach, suggest, or render 
obvious the specific combination of a method of managing telephone network facilities 
comprising a matrix of feeder-distribution interface data in the telephone network, the matrix 
including a plurality of service type fields for identifying different telecommunications 
services provided in the telephone network, a plurality of facility type fields for identifying 
facilities having different transmission characteristics, and a spare field for identifying a 
number of spare circuits for each of a plurality of facility types, wherein the matrix displays a 
number of circuits of a plurality of service types which are being served from each of the 
plurality of facility types and a number of the different telecommunication services which are 
capable of being provisioned for each of the plurality of service types based on the number of 
spare circuits (major difference in the claims not found in the prior art) as set forth in the 
specification and recited in independent claims 1,10 and 17. 
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Response to Arguments 

16. Applicant's arguments filed 30 October 2006 have been fully considered, but they are not 
persuasive for the reasons set forth below. 

Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) 
of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Alicia Baturay whose telephone number is (571) 272-3981. The examiner 
can normally be reached at M-Th 7:15 - 5pm, 2nd Fridays 7:15-3:45, and every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Saleh 
Najjar can be reached on (571) 272-4006. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Alicia Baturay 
January 5, 2007 




